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SUBJECT: PROPOSED SOVIET REPRESENTATION IN PNG 

1 . UK HICOM BAKER TOLD ME OCTOBER 4 THAT SOVIETS HAD 
PROPOSED TO DFRT THAT A SOVIET EMBASSY BE ESTABLISHED 

IN PORT MORESBY HEADED BY A CHARGE WITH THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
IN CANBERRA ACCREDITED HERE. DFRT DOES NOT WANT A SOVIET 
EMBASSY HERE, BAKER SAID, AND THIS WAS ONE OP THE PACTORS 
IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OP THE PNG POLICY REPUSING THE DUAL 
ACCREDITATION OF AMBASSADORS IN CANBERRA TO PORT MORESBY. 

2. BAKER SAID, AND I AGREE, THAT SOVS WILL PROBABLY 
PROPOSE ACCREDITING THEIR AMBASSADOR IN MANILA OR JAKARTA 
OR ELSEWHERE TO PORT MORESBY, AND THEN THE GPNG WILL HAVE 
TO BITE THE BULLET. IT WILL HAVE TO PERMIT THE OPENING 

OP THE SOV EMB OR ELSE PIND A NEW EXCUSE POR REFUSING TO DO SO. 

3. BAKER SAID HE LEARNED ABOUT THE SOVIET PROPOSAL 
WHEN DISCUSSING THE ACCREDITATION OP THE UK MIT , ATT 
HERE. THE GPNG HAS REFUSED TO ACCREDIT THE UK MIL ATT 
RESIDENT IN CANBERRA, AND MADE CLEAR TO BAKER THAT 
THEIR CONCERN ABOUT SETTING A PRECEDENT FOR THE 
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WAS ONE CONSIDERATION IN REFUSING TO ACCREDIT THE 
UK MIT, ATT. 

4. ACCORDING TO BAKER, DFRT ASSURED HIM THAT PNG WOULD 
WELCOME A RESIDENT UK MILATT, BUT BAKER POINTED OUT THAT THE 
EXPENSE AND THE FACT THAT IT WOULD ONLY BE A PART TIME JOB 
MAKE SUCH AN ASSIGNMENT UNLIKELY. 

5. COMMENT: WE HAVE HEARD THAT PRIME MINISTER SOMARE 
IS MUCH OPPOSED TO HAVING THE SOVIETS HERE, AND WAS 
EVEN OPPOSED TO INVITING THEM TO THE INDEPENDENCE 
CELEBRATIONS. THEY WERE INVITED, HOWEVER, APPARENTLY 
AT THE INSISTENCE OF DFRT WHICH PRESUMABLY SAW THE 
IMPLICATIONS OE INVITING THE U.S., THE CHINESE, AND THE 
JAPANESE, BUT NOT THE SOVIETS. END COMMENT. 
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